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Passport Information

Do I need a passport to enter Canada?

US citizens only need a document such as a birth certificate and government-issued photo identification (e.g., driver's license) to enter Canada. However, the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative (WHTI) requires anyone, including US citizens, entering or re-entering the United States to have a valid passport.
Why having a passport is a good idea anyway?
In the event of an emergency involving a family member abroad, a short-notice airfare bargain, or an unexpected business trip, already having a valid U.S. passport will save time, money and stress.

How to apply?
First-time passport applicants need to apply in person to one of 8,000 passport acceptance facilities located throughout the United States. Applicants should bring two regulation-size photographs of themselves, proof of US citizenship and a valid form of photo identification, such as a driver's license.
US passport renewals can be done by mail if the recent passport is available to submit, is not damaged, was issued within the past 15 years and you were over age 16 when it was issued.  Applicants must either still have the same last name or can show legal proof of name change.
How long will it take? 

Routine Service: Approximately 4-6 weeks from the time of application
Expedited Service:  2-3 weeks door-to-door from the time of application
How much will it cost?

First time applicant (16 years of age and over) - $135 USD

Renewal (16 years of age and over) - $110 USD 
Minors - $105

When should I renew a valid passport?
If possible, you should renew your passport approximately nine (9) months before it expires. 

For detailed information about obtaining or renewing your US passport, visit the US Department of State, Passport Information Center, or access US passport application services from the United States Postal Service.
Information compiled from the US Department of State website 7/13/10 and may change.  Please confirm accuracy of information with the US Department of State prior to disseminating to your attendees.  Travel Alberta is not responsible for changes to US passport processes and laws.
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